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MARK THESE
DATES

October 3rd
SAT

October 5th
DHS PTO 7pm
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Spirit Week

October 7th
School Committee

7pm

October 10th
Homecoming 

Dance 7-10 pm

October 21st
DHS Photo 

Retakes

School Committee
7pm

Dear Parent/Guardian:

CSCI SURVEY OPEN RESPONSE SUMMARY:   As you may know, every two years, the School Council 
administers a survey to parents on various aspects pertaining to the school.  In April, 2015, a statistically 
normed and validated climate and culture survey was administered to students, parents, and staff at the 
high school.  The results of the validated survey are available on the DHS website at
 http://www.duxbury.k12.ma.us/domain/743  (select 2015 CSCI Climate Survey -- Report).  Additionally, 
the School Council developed two open response questions to gain insight into the School’s climate. 
The DHS School Council and I want to share with the school community a collection of some of the open 
responses with regard to areas of strength and those in need of improvement as they pertain to climate and 
culture.  These can be found at the above website address.  The responses come from students, parents, and 
DHS staff and contain both positive commentary and direct criticism about the climate and school culture 
of DHS as it was perceived in April 2015.  We want the surveyed groups to know that the School Council 
and DHS Administration are committed to maintaining and expanding the positive aspects of our school 
culture and are also ready and willing to continue to discuss those aspects of school climate and culture 
that need work as indicated by the comments and especially by the validated survey question responses 
(see above link).  That is our promise to you and we thank all of the respondents for your respective effort 
and honesty in completing the survey.  
All of us are proud of Duxbury High School and our school system and, working together, we can make it 
better for the entire school community.  The School Council may make use of shorter, more focused sur-
veys to identify issues of concern to students, families, and staff members, and we would appreciate your 
participation so we can hear from as many folks as possible.  We sincerely encourage and welcome your 
honest feedback so that we can continue to improve our school community.
UPCOMING EVENTS:  We are all looking forward to Spirit Week and Homecoming this year and have a 
full slate of activities next week! 

 SPIRIT WEEK:  OCTOBER 5-9:      THIS WEEK WAS EXPANDED TO 5 DAYS.
 Monday: America Day:   • Show your patriotism and sport your Red, White, and Blue
 Tuesday – TBD (to be voted on by the students)
 Wednesday: Class Spirit Day
  •Freshmen:  Wear White: Wear 
  •Sophmores: Wear Green
  •Juniors: TBA
  •Seniors: Wear Togas (T-Shirts or sleeveless T-Shirts required under all togas – for boys 
  and girls in order to enter school)           
 Thursday: Pop Culture Day
  •Dress up as your favorite movie, TV, or literary character, reality TV star, or music icon
 Friday: Decade Day
  •Freshman: ‘50s• Sophomores: ‘60s•   Juniors: ‘70s    •Seniors: ‘80s

 Homecoming:  
 As with last year, the Homecoming Court will be senior based and voted on by the senior class. 
 There will be a full slate of athletic events all day on Saturday, October 6th, culminating with the 
           football game starting at 4:00pm.



SEMASC CONFERENCE: On Monday October 26th, DHS will be hosting the Southeastern Regional Student Council Confer-
ence from 7:00 AM-12:30pm.  This will entail a number of schools and between 600-800 students who will participate in a series 
of activities connected to Student Government.  This is a huge undertaking and a real feather in the cap for our Student council 
Advisors and students!

SCHOOL COUNCIL:  The DHS School Council will be meeting at 5:00pm this Thursday in the DHS Library to discuss the 
School Improvement Plan for 2015-2016.  

PSAT: On Wednesday, October 14, 2015, all sophomores and juniors will be taking the PSAT in school from 8:20-11:30am.  
Freshmen will be taking a Pre-PSAT assessment that time and the Seniors will have an assortment of activities (TBA).  Please 
see the Guidance section for more information.  

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS SENT TO ALL STUDENTS:  Below are three announcements I sent to all students that 
pertain to the Principal’s Advisory, student laptop expectations (which were also discussed in detail during class meetings), and 
LAN School, which is classroom management software available to teachers.   
Principal’s Advisory: 
Overall I received over 30 requests from students to meet with me as part of the Principal’s Advisory group.  Initially, I was aim-
ing to have you vote on the 2-3 per class to serve on the group.  I have changed my thinking on this, as the number of students 
is workable to meet as a group and I don’t want to limit the initiative that these students took (especially in this year of trying to 
increase student voice and involvement).  Therefore, all of the students who expressed interest will be meeting with me to talk 
about issues, questions and to discuss ways to improve our school.  I will kick a list of the students to you when it is finalized. 

Laptop Agreement & Acceptable Use:  Attached is the Parent and Student copy of the Laptop Agreement that was required be-
fore receiving the MacBook Airs.  Additionally, the system wide Acceptable Use Policy for the district is embedded in your Stu-
dent Handbook (p. 7 & 8) that you downloaded to your computer and is also on the DHS website under ‘Hot Topics’.  I ask you 
to review both, as they pertain directly to what you can and cannot do with school-owned devices (e.g. laptops) and your online 
behavior.  In many ways you should look at the school laptop as being similar to what companies do when they issue employees 
devices.  Some key points to note from the laptop agreement are the following:
• I agree that my use of DPS technology is for educational purposes only.
• I agree that I will not install/download and/or otherwise utilize any software that is not authorized by DPS.  This includes 
running unauthorized software off flash drives, and/or any other file location.
• I agree that I will not use PROXY services, sites or plug-ins on my DPS issued laptop.
• I understand that all files stored on my DPS issued laptop will not be private.  DPS personnel can review laptops and/or 
files at any time.   

LAN School:Along those lines, you may have heard about LAN School, which many of your teachers are utilizing during your 
respective classes.  Basically, LAN School allows teachers in your respective classes to ensure that you are engaged in learning 
endeavors with your computers during class and not going to websites or accessing proxies that are unconnected or inappropriate 
to what should be occurring in the classroom (see Laptop Agreement and Acceptable Use Policy).  It is a classroom management 
tool for teachers and used by them exclusively during their respective classes.  It does allow teachers during class to see your 
screen activity, to limit your access to the web to only sites they wish you to access during class, and to be alerted if you are try-
ing to access (during class) sites or proxies that are not allowed.  LAN School can also be utilized by teachers as a teaching tool 
in that it allows teachers to share their computer screen with the class for demonstration purposes.  Additionally, student screens/
work can also be shared with other students in the class as exemplars.  Last, teachers are able to communicate directly with stu-
dents during class activities.  The above are all very useful functions in the classroom that are centered on learning activities.  
PLEASE NOTE that this type of classroom management tool is not new, as all of the computer labs at both the old DMS and 
DHS had software with identical functionality. 
 
Please also keep in mind the laptops are exclusively meant to be used as learning tools and that the Laptop Agreement and Ac-
ceptable Use Policy are what govern your use of these school-owned computers.   The easiest way to avoid any issue with your 
computer use is to make sure that you are using it solely for school related items and that you don’t misuse it.  In many ways, this 
expectation mirrors what pretty much every company on the planet expects with any employee who is issued a company-owned 
device (phone, computer, etc.) and it is essential that you develop good habits with respect to the technology you have been 
given. 



From the Guidance Office:Follow us on Twitter - @DuxGuidance
Information for seniors: The Guidance website will be updated with all information regarding the college application process. 
Counselors will also work with seniors during an upcoming advisory session.  Please be sure to make an appointment with your 
counselor should you have any questions. 
Students are reminded that green transcript release forms are due to Guidance at least 3 weeks before your first admission dead-
line.  This means that all November 1st  deadlines should be into the Guidance Office by October 9th. 
 On Wednesday, October 14th, seniors will be working with counselors and other staff on the college application process.  Options 
will include working on essays with English teachers, time to complete common application, one on one time with counselors, 
etc.  More information and sign up options will be available in the next advisory session.

PSAT: All sophomores and juniors will be taking the PSAT in school on Wednesday, October 14th.  More information will be 
available to students through an upcoming advisory session.   There is no sign up required for this.  Additionally all freshmen will 
take the PSAT 8/9 instead of the ACT Aspire as originally scheduled.  More information on this test can be found at:
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-8-9

Communication with Guidance: Please note that counselors are busy meeting with students and families during the day.  Emails 
and phone calls will be returned within 24-48 hours.  We appreciate your patience as this is a very busy time in Guidance.   Re-
member that if it is an emergency please do not use email as this often is not checked until the end of the day.  If a student is 
having trouble getting an appointment with a counselor they should speak directly with that counselor so a time can be found.  

Upcoming Local Events: All students are encouraged to attend these local college fairs.  It is a great chance to meet with college 
reps and connect with potential schools.
1. Plymouth Public Schools Annual College Fair: Tuesday, October 13, 2015, 6:00-8:00 p.m. at Plymouth South High School.  
Over 100 Colleges and Universities are expected to attend.
2. Service Academy Information Night, -Wednesday, October 7, 2015, at New Bedford High School, 230 Hathaway Boule-
vard, New Bedford, MA.  Representatives of the major service academies will be in attendance to address questions from students 
and their families. This event is free and open to students from anywhere in Massachusetts, not just the 9th Congressional district. 
New Bedford High is also hosting a college fair on October 7th – and are graciously including the Service Academy expo as part 
of their fair.
3. College Expo hosted by WBZ News Radio 1030 at the Newton Marriott on Saturday, October 3rd. The event will include 
a panel discussion “Getting into College and Paying for It” and about 40 exhibitors made up mostly of colleges and universities 
.The panel will be for both the student and parent/guardian to attend.  The event is ideally for juniors but sophomores and seniors 
could find the information valuable as well.
Upcoming dates:   
 Oct 3 – SAT at DHS    
Oct 14 – PSAT in school for sophomores and juniors, PSAT 9 for freshmen, Seniors College Application Day
Oct 24 – ACT at DHS

STUDENT LAPTOP INSURANCE:  Student Laptop Insurance is available from Worth Avenue Group. The link is located on 
the home page of the Duxbury Public School’s web page http://www.duxbury.k12.ma.us/Domain/4 in the ‘Hot Links’ Section. 
You will need to know the serial number of your child’s laptop, which is located on the bottom of your child’s laptop.
PLEASE NOTE:  IF YOU DO NOT HAVE LAPTOP INSURANCE, THE COSTS OF REPAIR AND/OR REPLACEMENT 
WILL HAVE TO BE BORNE BY THE PARENT.  
CO-CURRICULAR FEES: Please note that all co-curricular fees ($110) are due to the co-curricular Advisors by October 16, 
2015. 
OBLIGATIONS:  Any students who need to return books from last year must bring them to the Main Office as soon as possible.  
Obligation letters will be mailed out soon.
DENIAL OF CONSENT FOR RELEASE OF STUDENT INFORMATION TO MILITARY RECRUITERS 
Under the federal “No Child Left Behind” Act, public high schools must give the names, addresses and telephone numbers of 
students to the U.S. military recruiters if the recruiters request the information. However, students or their parents have the right to 
instruct the school in writing that this information is not to be released to the military. 
If you DO NOT consent to the release of this information to military recruiters, please notify the Guidance Office in writing. 

Thank you, and have a great week!!!      Andrew Stephens -- Principal



The Gift of Failure  - Raising Resilient, Competent, Responsible Adults

Do you rush to school to drop off forgotten homework? Do you jump in to help resolve playground squabbles? Check the portal 
to make sure that your child turned in that missing assignment? Send a quick email to the coach when your child feels frustrated 

about not getting enough playing time?

Whether you can relate to the helicopter parent micro managing, or the snowplow parent constantly moving obstacles out of our 
kids’ paths, many of us struggle with where to draw the line as we try to be the best parent we can be.

The Parent Connection is pleased to present writer, speaker, teacher and parent, Jessica Lahey, on, Tuesday, September 29, 2015 at 
7:00pm in the Duxbury Performing Arts Center (PAC) Author of newly released book, The Gift of Failure: How the Best Parents 
Learn to Let Go So Their Children Can Succeed, Ms. Lahey offers refreshing, practical ideas for parents who want to raise resil-

ient children to become competent, capable adults.

Ms. Lahey will reveal how her worlds of teacher and parent collided and what issue became clear to her: “We have taught our kids 
to fear failure, and in doing so, we have blocked the surest and clearest path to their success.” She brings her own parenting to the 

table, dissecting her challenges in letting natural consequences take their course.

Jessica Lahey writes the bi-weekly column “The Parent-Teacher Conference” for the New York Times, is a contributing writer for 
The Atlantic, and a commentator on Vermont Public Radio. Her book, The Gift of Failure: How the Best Parents Learn to Let Go 

So Their Children Can Succeed, is published by HarperCollins and was released on August 11th of this year.

Join us on Tuesday, September 29th at 7pm in the PAC. Tickets are $7 in advance or $10 at the door and are available online at 
http://www.theparentconnection.org as well as at Westwinds Bookshop beginning August 31st. The Parent Connection sponsors 

this program in partnership with the Duxbury Public Schools and Duxbury PTA/PTO.
The Parent Connection seeks to inspire and cultivate healthy connections among families, children and educators.

The DEF receives, administers, and disburses funds for educational, scientific and charitable purposes to be used to 
develop, support and assist programs which benefit the students, teachers, and staff of the Duxbury public school system. 

The Duxbury Education Foundation continues to fundraise 

Please check out their website for upcoming exciting fall events:

www.duxburyeducationfoundation.org


